The destruction of zinc fillings has usually been attributed to attrition and the "oral fluids " This modus operandi of the former is easily understood, while that of the latter is more vague of comprehension. It is easy to understand why a phosphate cusp should gradually disappear; but why, in some cases, disintegration of the same filling takes place at and under the gum we cannot so easily answer. Often there are cases where the subgingival destruction exceeds that at the more prominent points. The surface produced by wear is hard and more or less smooth; while that produced by the oral fluids seems to be porous and under process of disintegration.
The destruction of zinc fillings has usually been attributed to attrition and the "oral fluids " This modus operandi of the former is easily understood, while that of the latter is more vague of comprehension. It is easy to understand why a phosphate cusp should gradually disappear; but why, in some cases, disintegration of the same filling takes place at and under the gum we cannot so easily answer. Often there are cases where the subgingival destruction exceeds that at the more prominent points. The surface produced by wear is hard and more or less smooth; while that produced by the oral fluids seems to be porous and under process of disintegration. Having accepted that ammonia is formed in the mouth from whatever source, and the above being the reaction of this gas upon the crystalized zinc filling material out of the mouth, it is righl that we should conclude that the same reaction takes place in the mouth. Litmus tests have shown an alkaline reaction where zinc fillings are destroyed by the oral fluids so-called. Ammonia, the product of putrefaction or ammonia eliminated by the gingivae, are alike in their effect upon phosphate or oxychloride fillings either as a gas or seven hundred volumes dissolved in one of water; this I believe to be the destructive agent found in the oral fluid.?
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